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“All Things We Cannot Articulate”: Archives and Commemoration in a Former Leper Colony in the Philippines* 
As contribution to the increasing interest in articulating the relationship between archives and memory, I wish to provide an interpretive account of my experiences in organizing the archives of a former segregation colony for people with leprosy in the Philippines. The paper focuses on the establishment of an archive on the island of Culion during the centennial of its founding as a leper colony. Using a range of sources (colonial accounts of the island from existing archival records, personal observations, and interviews), I wish to describe how one Philippine community interpreted the organization of its records and the establishment of archives within the centennial rhetoric of hope and healing and the politics of observance and commemoration. My observations took root during my experiences as archivist and curator of the Culion Leprosy Museum and Archives (CLMA) from April 2005 to May 2006. Through “thick description,” I will show how members of the Culion community came to regard a body of colonial medical records as their archives.  
My goal is to provide a case that shows how records and the establishment of archives figure at a moment of remembrance and commemoration. I propose to examine what I consider to be the most prominent elements of community remembrance and how archives assume a particular meaning in the process. My discussion will focus on how the conduct of the larger Philippine national centennial commemoration coincided with Culion’s own centenary and thus became the framework for the remembrance of leprosy, the island and its community. The paper will also identify the key actors in Culion’s centennial by placing these in a “web of interests” of competing and complementary visions and interpretations. I will show how the archives were used to support differing claims about the meaning of the past, and suggest some possibilities as to what allows for competing interpretation and meanings of the Culion archives. In telling the stories.
